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The Science Fiction Writers of America banned New York Times Bestselling Author Mercedes 
Lackey from their 2022 Nebula Awards conference for alleged racist remarks. 


The Nebula Awards was once considered the second most prestigious award for science fiction 
writers. In recent years, the awards have become known for controversies over identity politics. 
Many fans perceive award-winners to be chosen on the basis of race or gender rather than the 


contents of their work. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 
SFWA'S NEWEST GRANDMASTER: 


MERCEDES.LACKEY 


The 38th SFWA Damon Knight Memorial Grand Master 
will be inducted at the 


57TH NEBULA CONFERENCE & AWARDS 


Source: Screenshot, Nebula Awards Site 


Lackey’s banning comes just a year after she won SFWA's Grand Master lifetime achievement 
award, becoming only the 57"" person to be given such a title from the organization. 
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Lackey, 72 years old, has published more than 140 books and the organization praised her 


contributions (https://nebulas.sfwa.org/mercedes-lackey-named-the-38th-sfwa-damon-knight- 


memorial-grand-master/) to science fiction and fantasy. 


SFWA President Jeffe Kennedy said this of her career, “From the time | read my first Mercedes 
Lackey book as a young woman, her stories have illuminated my imagination and brought joy to 
my life. With multi-layered fantasy worlds, canny magical systems, and characters who step off the 
page as living, breathing people, Lackey’s books have made an enormous impact on the genre.” 


“She gave me warrior women | could believe in, magic-wielding queer heroes, and characters who 
suffered, then overcame their physical and emotional traumas. Lackey continues to have a lasting 
influence on my own work and I’m beyond thrilled to see her honored as SFWA’s newest Grand 
Master,” Kennedy added. 


Source: Arrows of the Queen Book Cover, Amazon 


RELATED: SFWA Launches #DisneyMustPay Joint Task Force To Help Additional Authors 


Less than one year later, SFWA banned Mercedes Lackey under Kennedy’s leadership. The 
organization disavowed her allegedly racially insensitive comments. 


SFWA stated, “We learned yesterday that while participating in the ‘Romancing Sci-Fi & Fantasy’ 
panel, Mercedes used a racial slur.” 


The organization’s Board of Directors continued, “First, we apoOlogize to our attendees and the 
other panelists who were subjected to that slur. We've disabled access to the panel to avoid any 
additional harm being caused.” 
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Mercedes Lackey 
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Source: Arrow’s Flight 


From there they stated “Second, we are immediately removing Mercedes Lackey from the 
conference and the additional panels she was scheduled for, in accordance with SFWA’s 
Moderation Policy.” 


“The use of a racial slur violates the instruction to ‘Respect all cultures and communities. Do not 
make derogatory or offensive statements even as a joke.’ That applies to everyone in a SFWA 
space, at all levels of their career,” the Board of Directors explained. 
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Statement on Removal of Mercedes Lackey from the Nebula 
Conference 


The following email was sent to our SFWA members and our Nebula Conference attendees this afternoon: 
Dear Nebula Conference Participants and SFWA Members, 


We learned yesterday that while participating in the “Romancing Sci-Fi & Fantasy” panel, Mercedes 
Lackey used a racial slur. First, we apologize to our attendees and the other panelists who were 
subjected to that slur. We’ve disabled access to the panel to avoid any additional harm being caused. 


Second, we are immediately removing Mercedes Lackey from the conference and the additional 
panels she was scheduled for, in accordance with SFWA’s Moderation Policy. The use of a racial slur 
violates the instruction to “Respect all cultures and communities. Do not make derogatory or 
offensive statements even as a joke.” That applies to everyone in a SFWA space, at all levels of their 
career. 


Third, we will be discussing with the other panelists for “Romancing Sci-Fi & Fantasy” how they 
would prefer we proceed when they are able and comfortable in doing so. We will be offering to edit 
out the offensive portion of the panel or hold the panel again at a later date, inviting back the other 
three panelists and moderator to again take part. We will respect their wishes on how to handle this 
issue while also sharing the invaluable expertise they offered during the discussion. 


Thank you to our conference attendees and panelists who reported the use of the slur. We appreciate 
being alerted to it right away, so we could investigate and come to this decision as swiftly as possible. 


The SFWA Board of Directors 


May 22, 2022 


Source: Screenshot, SFWA.org 


This year’s Nebula Awards Conference already has soured many science fiction writers and fans, 
as the organization continued its COVID-19 lockdown policies of having the conference be online 
only. 


SFWA charged $150 for tickets to what some science fiction fans are calling “a few zoom calls and 
a discord chat.” 


SFWA BANS Bestselling Author Mercedes Lackey For RACISM! 


RELATED: Worldcon 76 Chair Mike Roche Admits To Spending Over $100K In Combating 
Jon Del Arroz’s Defamation Lawsuit, Doesn’t Learn Anything (https:// 


boundingintocomics.com/2021/12/09/worldcon-76-chair-mike-roche-admits-to-spending- 
over-100k-in-combating-jon-del-arrozs-defamation-lawsuit-doesnt-learn-anything/) 
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Lackey was slated as one of the major draws of the conference, speaking on several panels. 
“Romancing Sci-Fi and Fantasy” became embroiled in controversy by her statements, even though 
Lackey dedicates much of her social media presence to promoting minorities and LGBTQIA+ 
causes. 


Back in 2021, she tweeted, “Before all else: trans women are women, and trans men are men. 
This is something | fiercely believe, and will always support.” 


“| have made awkward statement that have caused pain or distress. My desire is, and has always 
been, to support the trans community and be the best ally | can. | regret that | communicated 
poorly and fell short of the mark,” Lackey continued. 


The novelist added, “I’m affirming here that | do, and always will, support trans rights and trans 
people. An individual’s pronouns are every bit as valid—and far more important—than the dictates 
of copy-editors in the commercial publishing industry.” 


Before all else: trans women are women, and trans men are men. This is 


- Mercedes Lackey @mercedeslackey - Nov 17, 2021 
\3 
something | fiercely believe, and will always support. 


| have made awkward statements that have caused pain or distress. My 
desire is, and has always been, to support the trans community and be the 


© 38 Tl 366 © 1,898 PAL A Tip 


~ Mercedes Lackey 
rs @mercedeslackey 


best ally | can. | regret that | communicated poorly and 
fell short of the mark. 


I’m affirming here that | do, and always will, support 
trans rights and trans people. An individual’s pronouns 
are every bit as valid—and far more important—than 
the dictates of copy-editors in the 


1:29 PM - Nov 17, 2021 - Twitter Web App 


17 Retweets 1Quote Tweet 581 Likes 


Source, Screenshot, Twitter 


Attendees stated Mercedes Lackey referred to controversial author Samuel Delaney, infamously 


Lackey allegedly used the term “colored” during the panel several times. Multiple science fiction 
and fantasy writers have taken to Twitter to condemn her, including author Jen Brown who was on 
the panel. 
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Brown tweeted, “During the panel, Samuel R. Delany's trailblazing work was referenced. He was 
also referred to as ‘colored.” 


pad 


cad 


pad 


bad 


Jen Brown «+ ‘+ #& @jeninthelib - May 21 
Replying to @jeninthelib 
During the panel, Samuel R. Delany's trailblazing work was referenced. 


He was also referred to as "colored." 
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Jen Brown «+ + @jeninthelib - May 21 
Hearing this, | had an out of body experience. 


| typed: "By 'colored,' surely you mean Black?" into the chat--then deleted 
it. Seconds later, I'd deleted several more "let's backtrack & re-state that" 
messages, feeling shaky and out of it. 
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Jen Brown «+ ‘+ # @jeninthelib - May 21 

When folks fuck up, it's important to call that out. Even when things are 
done in a spirit of warmth & kindness. (Delany's work was being “praised,* 
as it should be!) 


But in that moment, the power dynamics left me speechless. 
1 Tl 26 OC 724 it, A Tip 
Jen Brown «+ + # @jeninthelib - May 21 
| was the only Black panelist. I'm a newer author without many publishing 


credits. I'm in my early thirties, and was referred to as "young" during the 
panel. (That's fine. | am young.) 


Those aren't excuses. But they are illustrative of the power differentials at 
play in SFF. 


2 £123 © 826 it, A Tip 


Source: Twitter, Screenshot 


Fans of Lackey defended the author saying she meant to say “person of color” instead of “colored 
person,” a distinction that seems minor. 


Lackey’s husband Larry Dixon also confirmed she used the word “colored.” He wrote on Twitter, 
“Additionally, an official statement was shotgunned out from ‘The SFWA Boardmembers’ 
apparently to everyone on SFWA’s mailing list that Mercedes Lackey used ‘a racial slur.’ She said 
‘colored’ during a multiracial panel. The same word the NAACP uses.” 
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The Gryphon King, Larry Dixon 
@LarryDixonTGK 


Replying to @LarryDixonTGK @CherokeeHensley and @sfwa 


Additionally, an official statement was shotgunned out 
from "The SFWA Boardmembers" apparently to 
everyone on @SFWA's mailing list that Mercedes 
Lackey used "a racial slur." 

She said "colored" during a multiracial panel. The same 
word the NAACP uses. 


6:39 PM - May 22, 2022 - Twitter Web App 


2Retweets 3 Quote Tweets 43 Likes 


Source: Larry Dixon Twitter 


would detail that Lackey is “shivering, crying uncontrollably.” He tweeted, “She is horrified by this. 
She is shivering, crying uncontrollably. Since she was a teen she fought for civil right, gay rights, 
trans rights. Her work is about inclusivity & consideration for others. She was just done wrong ina 
devastating way.” 


The Gryphon King, Larry Dixon 
@LarryDixonTGK 


She is horrified by this. She is shivering, crying 
uncontrollably. Since she was a teen she fought for 
civil right, gay rights, trans rights. Her work is about 
inclusivity & consideration for others. She was just 
done wrong in a devastating way. 3/ 


8:00 PM - May 22, 2022 - Twitter Web App 


6 Retweets 5 Quote Tweets 145 Likes 


Source: Larry Dixon Twitter 


In another tweet he wrote that those attacking Lackey are committing evil. “Obviously the wording 
was a mistake but the reasons don’t matter. The person doesn’t matter. What matters to the mob is 
that there’s someone to savage. In righteously doing so, you’re doing evil. Back off on the teaching 
& fingershaking.” 
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The Gryphon King, Larry Dixon 
@LarryDixonTGK 


Obviously the wording was a mistake but the reasons 
don't matter. The person doesn't matter. What matters 
to the mob is that there's someone to savage. 

In righteously doing so, you're doing evil. Back off on 
the teaching & fingershaking. 4/ 


8:01 PM - May 22, 2022 - Twitter Web App 


6 Retweets 2Quote Tweets 142 Likes 


Source: Larry Dixon Twitter 


RELATED: Rick Riordan Admits He’s A Racist And Calls His Own Fans Racist Over Wanting 


Accurate Source Material Casting (https://boundingintocomics.com/2022/05/10/rick-riordan- 


admits-hes-a-racist-and-calls-his-own-fans-racist-over-wanting-accurate-source-material- 
casting/) 


Delaney himself seems to have no problem with Lackey’s comments, posting to Facebook, 
“Colored ladies,’ was what my aunts Bessie and Sadie referred to themselves as, and | favored 
‘black’ with a small B, because of my experiences in ’68, with the activists who changed the 
country from ‘Negro’ to Dr. Du Bois’s preferred term).” 


He continued, “Among colored or black or Negro folks he had no problem—since scientifically 
there is no such thing as race, the terms are all social constructs. With all due respect for anyone 
over 60, there are no ‘bad words;’ it depends alone on the vernacular you were brought up with. 
(Perspective usage and grammar stars out as a lost cause.)” 


“At years my junior, and a native of a city, | am very fond of, Mercedes Lackey has my permission 
to speak of me in any way she chooses. ‘Person of color’ is just awkward (so | wouldn't use it 
myself); my paternal grandfather was born a slave, and there were white mongrels and Native 
Americans scattered throughout; ‘colored’ has no negative connotations among any speakers 
black or white in my family and never had,” he concluded. 
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Samuel Delany 


https://boundingintocomics.com/2022/05/24/mercedes-lackey-accused-o... 


"Colored ladies," was what my aunts Bessie 


and Sadie referred to themselves as, and | 
favored "black"(with a small B, because 
because of my experiences in '68, with the 
activists who changed the country from 
"Negro" to Dr. Du Bois's preferred term). 
Among colored or black or Negro folks he had 
no problem—since scientifically there is no 
such thing as race, the terms are all social 
constructs. With all due respect for anyone 
over 60, there are no "bad words;" it depends 
alone on the vernacular you were brought up 
with. (Prescriptive usage and grammar starts 
out as a lost cause.) | would like to see 
institutions leave their hands off the spoken 
language of their elders. At 8 years my junior, 
and a native of a city | am very fond of, 
Mercedes Lackey has my permission to speak 
of me in any way she chooses. "Person of 
color" is just awkward (so | wouldn't use it 
myself); my paternal grandfather was born a 
slave, and there were white mongrels and 
Native Americans scattered throughout; 
"colored" has no negative connotations among 
any speakers black or white in my family and 


never had. 


2hrs Report 


Source: Facebook, Screenshot 


Even though the person referred to isn’t offended by her statement, dozens of authors and fans 
continue to post stating Lackey caused immeasurable harm by referring to Delaney as a “colored” 


author. 


Anne Stagg wrote, “You don’t get to decide what is a harmful slur to a marginalized community, if 
you aren’t a part of that community (white folks defending Mercedes Lackey, I’m looking right at 


you).” 


She added, “When Black people tell you a word is harmful & hurtful stop saying it.” 


Anne Stagg (they/them) ™ + @ @annestaggwrites - th 
Monday PSA: 


You don’t get to decide what is a harmful slur to a marginalized community, 
if you aren’t a part of that community (white folks defending Mercedes 


Lackey, |’m looking right at you). 


When Black people tell you a word is harmful & hurtful stop saying it. 
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Twitter user MarySueSays wrote, “Mercedes Lackey is super reliant on the Magical Native trope 
and other racist nonsense, so I’m neither surprised nor hurt by finding out she’s still racist in 2022.” 


“But if you are white, surprised and hurt? That is a goddamn YOU problem,” the Twitter user 
asserted. “And if you aren’t hurt? YOU PROBLEM.” 


Mary BOO! © @MarySueSays - 16h eee 
Mercedes Lackey is super reliant on the Magical Native trope and other 


racist nonsense, so I'm neither surprised nor hurt by finding out she's still 
racist in 2022. 


But if you are white, surprised and hurt? 
That is a goddamn YOU problem 


And if you aren't hurt? YOU PROBLEM. 
1 Tl) 27 © 88 iT 


What do you make of SFWA banning Mercedes Lackey for saying “colored person” instead of 
“person of color’? Let us know your thoughts in the comments section down below or on social 
media. 
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